The Saga of Divine, Augustin, Chance, Penina, Honorine, Rebecca and Angie - May 23, 2019

Today Terry and I took Divine (Augustin had to take Honorine to the doctors) to Chandler School to get an end-of-school-year
report from the principal and the teachers of Penina (4th grade), Honorine (2nd grade) and Rebecca (kindergarten). We had a new
interpreter from the Ascentria Language Lab. The three of them are enthusiastic learners, getting along well with their peers,
respectful towards their teachers, and are doing very well in their classes. How well, you ask? Penina was Student of the Month
in March, and Honorine will be named Student of the Month for May!!! These are students who have only been speaking English for a little over two years. The teachers love them. All the teachers recommended that each of the girls read at least 20
minutes a day at home, which is a challenge because the parents do not read nor have they insisted that the children do so. The
principal and the teachers made a point of emphasizing how important reading is for the girls’ success and they said that they will
be giving all the children books to take home over the summer. The principal also commended our Circle for all that we have
done for the children, saying that our advocacy on their behalf had been very helpful.
Chandler will be offering a 3 ½ week half-day summer school from June 24-July 18 for which all three girls are eligible, but we are
still looking for summer camp for them. The organizations that gave the money for scholarships for Chance and these three to go
to the YMCA summer camp last year have not yet given the Y their contribution amounts for this year, and so we don’t know if
we will have to pay for the camp this summer. Because the camp is the only way we can see how the girls would be able to have
physical activities during the summer we are holding our breath and saying prayers. We’d like to get Angie (who turned 4 today)
into day care for the summer as well. It would encourage her English language learning (which is already remarkable) as well as
keeping her active.
We have an appointment for financial counseling for the family from Work Without Limits scheduled for early June. Helping them
to become more independent is an important goal for us.
Shawn Murphy, our tech volunteer, got the TV hooked up to the internet and programmed PBS and PBS Kids for ready access.
Other than these they can access only those programs available on YouTube. This brings their TV costs down to <$15/mo which
they are now paying themselves. Michelle Riley, reading coach, and Bob Johnson, math coach, have each been working with
Chance one hour a week at the African Community Education (ACE) after-school program for which we are truly grateful. Chance
has been truly challenged by 7th grade work with only two years of English and their work has been really helpful. We don’t know
if Chance’s school will recommend she repeat 7th grade or move on to 8th. She will have a three-week ESL Intensive program at
the beginning of summer.
Joanne Helhowski and Jim Schmidt, Sharon McCarthy, and Jane Venditti now make up our laundry volunteers. We’ll be cutting
back on how frequently we help with the laundry now that good weather makes it possible for the family to go to the laundromat themselves. We won’t be helping with laundry at all while the girls are out of school in July and August. We’re still supplying
them with the bottles of detergent you contributed at Christmas. The quarters have been used up.
In the meantime migrant parents and children fleeing gang violence and poverty in Central America are seeking asylum in our
country and are being held in shameful conditions.
Annunciation House is a Catholic organization that has been helping migrants in El Paso, TX since 1970s. They offer hospitality to
people who have asked for asylum and who have been released by (ICE) after having had their appeal for asylum accepted for
consideration. They host up to 500 people a day until they can make arrangements to go to their families already in the States.
Their website is https://annunciationhouse.org They need our money and our prayers.

