












ALL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES AS SCHEDULED 

Last Classes for 2017-2018 Year—Sun., Mar. 25 & Mon., Mar. 26 

The calendar for religious education classes can be found on the parish web site.  If 

you have any questions please contact Lorraine Childs at 978-456-8807; lchilds1451@gmail.com in Harvard and 

Alice Gaffney at 978-779-0551; agaffney@comcast.net.   

The Sacrament of Confirmation—Sat., Mar. 3, 2018—St. John, the Guardian of Our Lady Church, Clinton, MA 

Congratulations to our 2018 Confirmation Class! 

ATTENTION:  PARISH HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

AWARDS—Applications for the annual parish awards will be in the backs of both churches and on the parish 

website starting this month.  Completed applications are due April 30th. 

CELEBRATIONS   -  SAVE THE DATES 

Sunday, March 18th   Brunch at 12:15 PM in Deacon Hall—Brunch invitations have already 

been sent; RSVP by March 9th. If you did not receive an invitation, contact Jean Walsh at 

jeanwalsh@charter.net or 978-456-8056 so your name can be added to the guest list. 

Saturday, June 2nd  Baccalaureate Mass & Reception—Invitations will be sent out the first week in May.  

* Receiving Confirmation on April 8, 2018 - St. Isidore Parish, Stow  

** Receiving Confirmation on May 20 2018 - St. Paul Cathedral, Worcester  

Total number of Candidates: 41  

William St. John Cantius Armstrong 

Dallas George Briggs Adams 

Lucas Francis Castro 

Holly Michelle Cudmore 

Nicholas George Cudmore 

Josi Margaret Day 

Ava Gabrielle D’Eon 

Henry John DiNapoli 

Ryan Boniface Femino 

Thomas Martin Gibbons 

Grace Vanessa Gallagher 

Olivia Victoria Gomez 

Clayton Bartholomew Hanlon 

Julia Mary Hawes 

Cole John Jefts 

Emily Katharine Keaveney 

Bridget Sabina Kennedy 

Abigail Maria Koesterich 

Anna Elizabeth Laursen 

Marcos Anthony Lora 

Philip John Peter Lund 

Macey Kiara MacAskil 

Caroline Cecilia Mara 

Colin Patrick McHugh 

Sean Patrick McNamara 

Evan Joseph Membrino 

Joseph Anthony Membrino 

Magnus William Walter Miller 

Jessica Therese Mitchel 

Benjamin Sebastian Morris 

Fiona Catherine Hannigan Morrison 

Alannah Cecilia O’Brien 

Tess Teresa O’Leary * 

John John Parlee 

Sara Elizabeth Picariello 

Christopher Joseph Pickreign 
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February 2018  The Saga of the Nshimiye-Nyirabera Family, our partner New Americans 

  Rebecca turned 5 at the end of her first week in Head Start, and when she saw Terry Symula (her Head Start navigator) 

the next day she jumped into her arms saying that she “Loves school!” For her birthday we gave her a card signed by the CCD 8th 

graders and a backpack for school—and Mary Skorczeski’s home-made Valentine cookies.   

 Mary Skorczeski persuaded Divine’s primary care doctor to renew her physical therapy referral, and got physical therapy 

to prescribe a foot brace to improve her walking. Divine also got instruction on self-showering and a prescription for a tub seat 

and over-tub grab bar, and we bought a hand-held shower head. Once all are installed, for the first time in almost three years, 

she will be able to bathe herself!  

 Ed Sterling, the PC Doctor of Bolton, scrubbed Julia Berger’s donated laptop and donated another laptop and two 

mouses (mice?) and a carrying case, and Frank Lazgin put child-restriction software on both and by the time you read this will 

have given these to Augustin and Chance (the 6th grader) and set up their WiFi and also set up the DVD donated to us by a Bolton 

neighbor. A whole new group will be Finding Nemo.  

 Several of us have volunteered to work with the English as a Second Language staff at Ascentria to learn how to help 

Augustin and Divine with learning English. Augustin has been taking classes but has no one with whom to talk English and so his 

skills are rudimentary. `If there is anyone with ESL skills in the parish who wants to help us, please text or call Sharon Shepela at 

508-340-0964 or email her at Shepela@hartford.edu.  We plan to hire a translator and go for a visit with the family just to get 

better acquainted. The lack of a common language is a barrier we want to overcome. 

 We continue to drive to health appointments, help with laundry and provide diapers and pull-ups.  

 We didn’t get a single response to our request to the parish for help in assembling the beds in the family’s apartment, 

and so Terry and George Symula and Terry’s cousin went down one Saturday morning and discovered that what was supposed to 

be a bunk bed was not, and so we are trying to see if a mistake happened when items were loaded onto the truck at Household 

Goods and if we can correct it. We in the Community Circle have become more and more aware that God has designed us to ex-

perience the most satisfaction and joy when we actually spend the time and thought to help others specifically, in the way we 

might help members of our own families. Helping this family, listening for their needs, identifying opportunities, respecting their 

boundaries, using our familiarity with our culture and its organizations and rules to strategize solutions, accepting our own frus-

trations—all of this feels like a blessing, though the frustration-as-blessing part is a stretch. There are Community Circles waiting 

for refugee families to help, but the restrictions the government has put on refugees coming into our country has put refugee 

agencies on track to admit less than half of the targeted 45,000 refugees for this fiscal year (the 45,000 number itself repre-

sents .02% of all the refugees in world right now). This means that Ascentria Care Alliance has a fraction of their normal staff, and 

no new families for these folks to help. 

 We want to involve as many parishioners as possible in this helpful social justice action, so that you can experience the 

blessings it provides. HOW CAN YOU HELP? Immigration and refugees are in the news and on the legislative table. Last Septem-

ber Pope Francis declared the following two years to be a time for the whole Church to study and focus on these topics. The pro-

gram is called Sharing the Journey and Catholic Charities has developed lots of materials and the Social Justice Committee has 

identified speakers and excellent movies but the members of the Community Circle are all busy taking care of our family. We 

NEED THE HELP of a couple of folks who would like to organize a series of programs (all the material already available) that 

would allow the parish to  come together to learn more about these important topics. We have a volunteer ready to help with 

publicity and we can help. Contact Sharon Shepela at Shepela@hartford.edu to talk about it. This is the way YOU can make a 

difference.  
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COMING IN APRIL—CLOTHING DRIVE AT HOLY TRINITY PARISH 

SPRING CLEANING? We want to help! Parishioners attending Camp Sunshine have paired up 

with the Epilepsy Foundation and will be sponsoring a clothes FUNdraising drive beginning 

APRIL 2—APRIL 27, 2018. We need YOUR help! Below is a list of items that will be accepted. 

All proceeds will support children with life threatening diseases and their families attend-

ance at Camp Sunshine. Bags will be available at both church entrances, or you can bag your 

items in any plastic bag. Items can be dropped off anytime at either church. We are also 

happy to pick up from any senior citizen in Harvard or Bolton. Please contact Liz at 978-779-

0132 when your bag is full!  Thank you for your support!! 




