






Our New American Family – Update June 2021 

Our parish has been working with this family for over three years!  Time 

flies, and the girls are growing up!   

Chance is now 15 entering 10th grade, Penina is 12 entering 7th grade,  

Honorine is 10 entering 5th grade, Rebecca is 8 entering 3rd grade, and the 

“baby,” Angie, is 6 entering first grade. 

While this past pandemic year has presented challenges, the girls are all doing well in their foster homes 

and school.   DCF has approved us “the Church Ladies” to play a more active role in the children’s lives.  We 

are so happy to be able to provide more support to the foster families with transportation, attending events 

and childcare. 

Recently we were able drive the sisters so that they could all attend Angie’s 6th birthday party.  And, we 

were able to babysit Penina, Honorine and Rebecca (all now in the same home) on separate days so that 

their foster mom could care for her own mother.  

We attended Honorine and Rebecca’s dance recitals (they call us their “grannies”) and provided transporta-

tion for the photo shoot for all the girls arranged by the foster mom for three of the girls. It was a hoot! She 

had purchased several yards of a beautiful material she thought was African and gave Chance a pair of scis-

sors and asked her to dress herself and her sisters. Chance took them one at a time, held the cloth up, and 

then cut and wrapped. Each girl had a different outfit—dress, or skirt and top, three with head wraps. What 

a talent!!  We will purchase copies of our favorite image and post them at both churches.  

 Chance (who started school here in 5th grade with no prior education) has achieved first honors for the 

third semester of her freshman year of high school! We are trying to find out if she needs tutoring help this 

summer as she enters 10th grade. She is thriving, though impatient because of her foster mom’s strict pan-

demic regulations.  

Three of the girls will attend a YMCA on a lake in Worcester for the summer where they will have outdoor 

camp experiences.  

Angie has not had an epileptic seizure in 9 months and the doctor is hopeful the she will outgrow this condi-

tion. 

About the parents… 

We have been in touch with the father’s lawyer and social worker who shared that they are making pro-

gress towards increasing the number of family meetings. And, the parents are making progress in their 

efforts to regain custody of their children.  

As our country opens up again welcoming refugees, we hope that more parishioners will consider getting 

involved in this worthwhile and rewarding ministry! 
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